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Hello
Welcome to St Helens College News.

2017 has been an incredibly busy year for us so far, jam-packed with exciting trips, 
achievements and successes and we wanted to share the good news with you!

This spring edition brings you treetop adventures, heart dissections, sea lion 
encounters, Parisian exploits, colours of the world, apprenticeship celebrations and 
much more.

We hope that you enjoy reading, as we celebrate the achievements of our students.

Dr Jette Burford
Principal



St Helens College hosted its 
annual Colours of the World, 
equality and diversity event.

Staff and students from 
curriculum areas across the 
College produced exhibitions 
to represent twelve countries 
from around the world including 
India, Spain, Japan, China, 
India, Germany, Thailand, USA 
and Australia to name but a 
few. The interactive exhibitions 
displayed food, drinks, clothing, 
currency, photos and other 
objects of interest from that 
country. Some students also 
donned traditional dress.

There was a fierce sense of 
competition in the air as stands 
battled for the ‘Best Exhibition 
Stand’ award. Judging was 
undertaken by St Helens RLFC 
players, Jack Owens, Calvin 
Wellington and Regan Grace 
who chose India by the Hair 
and Beauty department as the 
winner.

Colours of the 
World Festival
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Tree Top Trip
Level 2 and 3 Travel and 
Tourism students recently 
ventured to Brockhole on 
Windermere in the Lake District 
to take on the treetop challenge 
and gain first-hand insight into 
rural tourism and the region’s 
thriving visitor economy.

Students successfully completed 
the treetop challenge which 
included aerial rope bridges and 
wobbly logs, all at a spectacular 
350 metres high in the woodland 
canopy. The day finished with 
a presentation from the Lake 
District’s Tourism Officers.
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Healthcare Science 
Skills Show
To celebrate Healthcare 
Science Week and inspire the 
next generation of healthcare 
professionals, St Helens 
College hosted a Skills Show in 
partnership with St Helens and 
Knowsley NHS Trust.

The event brought together 
healthcare professionals, 
industry experts and over 500 
young people from St Helens 
College, Byrchall High School, 
Cansfield High School and 
St Helens College 14-16 Academy, 
to provide first-hand insight 
into how science and technology 
is vital in modern patient care 

and the unlimited career 
opportunities available within 
the Healthcare and Science 
sector.

The event was jam-packed with 
lots of interactive activities 
including St Helens College’s 
dental nursing apprentices 
demonstrating how to create 
moulds used by dentists 
and orthodontists to take 
impressions, gait analysis 
from sports students and 
health and social care tutor 
Pat Walsh wowed audiences 
with live heart dissection 
demonstrations.

 “It’s important for 
young people to know 
that it’s not just Doctors 
and Nurses that work 
in the NHS - there are 
hundreds of other career 
opportunities available.”

Gina Rogers, Cardio Respiratory 
Manager at St Helens and Knowsley 
NHS Trust
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National 
Apprenticeship Week 
Celebrations
To mark National Apprenticeship 
Week 2017, St Helens College 
hosted a series of activities 
giving those interested in kick-
starting an apprenticeship in a 
range of industries, including 
construction, engineering, 
health and social care, digital, 
logistics, hospitality and 
catering and hairdressing, a 
flavour of what to expect.

Events and activities which 
took place throughout the 
week included the College’s 
school liaison team providing 
additional support and 
guidance to young people at 
several schools across the 
borough. An apprenticeship 
vacancy job shop was also 
open to members of the public, 
as well as students, to drop-
in and receive interview tips, 
advice on how to apply for 
apprenticeships and how to 
create a great CV. People also 
had the opportunity to apply 
for current apprenticeship 
vacancies.

APPRENTICESHIPS



St Helens College has 
launched an essential 
Guide to Apprenticeships 
to provide some insight 
into the process of 
gaining an Apprenticeship.

Check it out: 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/
appguide 
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Olivia Engineers DNA
At the age of just sixteen, 
Olivia Wootton has secured 
herself an impressive 
apprenticeship with multi-
billion-pound, global company, 
Thermo Fisher Scientific and 
is currently studying her level 
3 apprenticeship in Mechanical 
Engineering with St Helens 
College.

Olivia, from Rainford, first 
heard about apprenticeships 
after attending an open event 
at St Helens College.

It was through the National 
Apprenticeship Service 
website that she spotted the 
opportunity to work with 
Thermo Fisher Scientific, based 
in Warrington.

Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. 
is the world leader in serving 
science. They help to accelerate 
life sciences research, solve 
complex analytical challenges, 
improve patient diagnostics 
and increase laboratory 
productivity. As part of her 
apprenticeship, Olivia spends 
four days a week in the 
workplace and one day a week 
studying at St Helens College.

Upon completion of her 
apprenticeship, Olivia will 
be progressing onto higher 
education hoping to undertake 
a HNC and HND in Mechanical 
Engineering.

“The open event helped 
me to realise that an 
apprenticeship was 
an option for me and 
ultimately, my preferred 
way of learning. I 
wanted to ensure I 
chose a career path that 
would supply me with 
endless opportunities 
and progression routes 
and a career within 
engineering can provide 
me with that.”

ENGINEERING
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STEM Assured Status
We are celebrating after 
becoming the first general 
Further Education College in 
the Liverpool City Region to 
achieve the highly acclaimed 
STEM Assured status, placing 
the College on a list of the 
UK’s top providers of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Maths (STEM) education.

STEM Assured status is a 
government and industry-
backed validation, recognising 
the delivery of high quality 
education and training 
in Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths (STEM). 
This status is only granted 
to institutions that provide 
consistent, high quality STEM-
related provision in alignment 
with industry requirements 
and are committed to continual 
innovation to keep pace with 
rapid advances in technology.

This award follows recent 
developments and investments 
at the College including 
launching a dedicated STEM 
Centre following £5million 
redevelopment work at the 
STEM Centre, Technology 

Campus in June 2016, achieving 
£3million funding for an 
innovative Northern Logistics 
Academy, a new SMART 
Metering Workshop and a recent 
£2million investment in libraries 
and learning facilities.
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Our A level students enjoyed a 
fantastic trip to Paris to attend 
the 20th Annual Business of 
Travel and Tourism Conference 
at Disneyland Paris. The agenda 
included keynote speakers 
from the global company’s 
Marketing, PR and ICT teams.

The students also visited the 
Eiffel Tower and finished their 
trip with a river cruise.

A Level Academy Trip
A LEVEL ACADEMY



First and second year A level 
students had the opportunity 
to take part in fun, sample 
sessions of popular university 
degree subjects such as 
Business Studies, Criminal 
Justice, Social Policy, Health 
and Housing and Applied 
Microbiology, to name but a 
few.

A level students were able 
to gain an insight into future 
career choices and subjects 
that they may wish to progress 
on to once they’ve completed 
their studies.

Tutors also provided one-to-one 
support with UCAS applications 
including writing personal 
statements. 

A Taste of University Life 
96% of our A Level 
Academy students 
completed UCAS 
applications and have 
accepted offers from a 
range of top universities 
including University of 
Manchester, University of 
Liverpool, University of 
Leicester, Liverpool John 
Moores University and 
Edge Hill University.

The remaining 4% 
have applied for an 
apprenticeship.
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Lupin

Lupin is a Tanuki, a Japanese 
racoon dog, and is known to be 
mischievous and jolly. He enjoys 
finding and eating all the treats 
we hide around his enclosure 
and has just started his clicker 
training.

Meet our New Residents 
Monty

Monty is a common Tenrec, 
indigenous to Madagascar, and 
he is just 8 months old. We 
rehomed him from a member 
of the public who was delighted 
that he was going to be looked 
after by our students.

Gryffindor, Hufflepuff, Ravenclaw and Slytherin 

Our young Albino Giant African Land Snails are huge in size and 
can grow up to 20cm in length! They love to munch on cucumbers 
and burrow around their habitat.

Say hello to the latest additions to our Animal Management family!

Janus and Nova

Our new African Dormice 
love to eat honey and are 
exceptionally tame for their 
species - very acrobatic too!

ANIMAL 
MANAGEMENT

Casting 
Agency 
Call
Level 3 Performing Arts 
students have recently 
taken part in a professional 
photoshoot for commissioned 
headshots which they can use 
for auditions and to apply for 
casting agencies. 

Students were in character 
as they rehearsed for their 
upcoming performance of 
Gormenghast. We look forward 
to seeing them in action later 
this year!

PERFORMING ARTS



As part of their animal training 
unit, our Level 3 Animal 
Management students went 
behind the scenes at Knowsley 
Safari Park to meet their 
resident Sea Lion Trainer, Ellie.

Ellie delivered an insightful 
talk on her career and job 
role before going on to 
demonstrate how to use positive 
reinforcement as a training tool 
with the sea lions. Students 
also gained an understanding 
of identifying behaviours to aid 
in health checks and how show 
performances are put together.

The highlight of the 
trip was meeting the 
charismatic Arthur and 
Louie, the resident sea 
lions.
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First place in industry 
competition
Our hair and beauty students spent the day at Blackpool Winter Gardens to pit their skills against 
students from other college’s from around the Northwest as they competed in the Association of 
Hairdressers and Therapists (AHT) regional competition.

Students at St Helens College are exposed to a range of industry competitions, and are encouraged 
to be the best that they can be in their industry. Taking part motivates the students to work hard 
and achieve their full potential, teaching them professional industry standards that would be 
expected in a place of work. 

St Helens College scooped first prize in team Bridal and third in Cut & Blow Dry. Well done!

HAIRDRESSING & 
BEAUTY THERAPY
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